with the support of our troops, of control of Transbaikalia
and the border districts of Mongolia and Manchuria
'In reply to Your Excellency's question, I hasten to state
that the ataman's chief assistants arc Taskin, formerly
member of the Duma, Colonel Sipailov, and Lieutenant-
General Ungern The last-named served in the same
regiment as Scimonov on the Austrian front *
The post-office was empty The clerk drowsed snugly,
with his head resting on a tale of travel in the South Sea
islands The door opened Lieutenant Sudzuki looked
round the room, handed a long telegram to the clerk, and
went out again
He had scarcely gone when Captain Michon flung the
door open He humcd to the counter and glanced over
his telegram for the last time While the clerk was count-
ing the number of words, the Frenchman looked idly at
the scales, on which lay a telegram addressed to Tokio
Then he paid the amount due and left
A quartci of an hour later Major Lockray arrived He
got the cleik to hand over his colleagues' telegrams and
carefully copied them into his notebook Then he handed
the clerk a cable fox London and a registered letter The
bottom of the envelope was ralhcr bulky The major had
slipped in the spray of savin He handed the clerk a
bank-note, and went oil without waiting for any change
Before tiansmittmg the three telegrams, the clerk care-
fully copied the British office* 5s report, all m figures like a
ready-reckoner, and that of the French captain Its bar-
bane consonances icmmded him of some South Sea tribe's
dialect Having finished his work, he slipped the sheets
into his pocket and set off for Lieutenant Sudzuki's
quarters
An hour later the major, the captain, and the lieutenant,
all elegantly attired and closely shaved, met at the club,
where they dmcd together, as they did every evening
1*3]